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Writing any text book must be a huge un-
dertaking, but one on the subject of Vacuum
Science and Technology has unique challen-
ges. These include the enormous breadth of
Vacuum; its dynamic range and associated
principles within this, a continually evolving
range of applications and their impact on the
requirements for future generations of va-
cuum equipment and systems.

The authors have produced an important
contemporary book on the subject of vacu-
um which will be a valuable addition to the
resources of students, educators, theorists
and practitioners alike.

The concepts and materials are accessible to all from those with high school
diploma to those in academia. This is complemented by clear first principles
derivations, for example in the early sections on kinetic theory and adsorp-
tion mechanisms (a theme which runs through all sections of the book). The
treatment of flow is impressive, however this would be enhanced with a sec-
tion on transmission probabilities for molecular flow.

Pump mechanisms and their operational principles are comprehensively
rewewed. A table {akm to that lnciuded fer pressure gauges) summansmg
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